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Dear friends of our
Austrian Pilgrim Hospice!

hen I look back over 2018 in the Holy Land,

I am struck by how successful it was, par-

ticularly in economic terms: never before
(not since records began) have so many people opted to
visit the Holy Places and the various tourist attractions
in the region. More than 4 million visitors were attested.
Of course, not every one of those was our guest, but we
too enjoyed a blessed and bountiful year, which gives us
hope for the future.

It goes without saying that tourists and pilgrims
only come if the security situation allows it. But the re-
verse is also true: the more visitors that come, the better
the economic situation and the more potent the striving
for peace, prosperity and stability, both in the private
and the public sphere.

The date for the celebratory blessing and opening
of our Casa Austria by our protector, the Archbishop of
Vienna, Cardinal Christoph Schénborn, has been fixed
for Thursday April 25th in the Easter week. The Holy
City of Jerusalem with its Church of the IHoly Sepulchre
(the Greeks call it “Anastasis”, meaning “resurrection”:
for them the place represents an action, a movement
heavenward, rather than a static building) stands above
all for the mystery of Easter, and the mission of our
House is to care for and cater to pilgrims. The date can
thus be understood as tying in with our mission.

Personally, 1 am pleased that this celebration, to
which you have (already) received invitations by mail,
falls on the feast day of my patron saint, Saint Mark. To
be perfectly frank, not only did we invest a considerable
amount of money in this project, but it also took a lot of
time, energy and nerves. It is a humorous and affirming
sign from heaven to have St. Mark serve as godfather.

This issue of Jerusalem Correspondence focuses on
the city’s educational institutions, each presented by
one of its representatives.
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Pope Francis himself is the focal point of our edi-
torial: our current exhibition MISERICORDINA is dedi-
cated to his wish to present every participant of World
Youth Day with a rosary produced in traditional olive
wood in Bethlehem. We are delighted to introduce all
our {riends to this long-established Holy Land craft and
to encourage them to support the local people.

Before plunging into the joys of reading and lear-
ning, internet buffs take note: our new homepage www.
austrianhospice.com is online. You can also find us on
Facebook at Austrian Hospice and on Instagram at
#auqtrlanhospn’ So we have no excuse not to stay in
touch. And if you want to write to me, please do so at
rector@austrianhospice.com — we look forward to hea-
ring from you!

Yours

Vpdeon B

RexkTor Markus St. BucNyARr

JERUSALEM
Erleben. Gestalten!

Osterreichisches Pilger-Hospiz
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Misericordina.
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Medicine for the heart.
GMG 2019 Olive-wood rosaries from Bethlehem

provide work on the ground and deliver a message

of peace to the world.

A missionary gift from the Pope, documented by Andrea Krogmann
on behalf of the Austrian Pilgrim Hospice in Jerusalem.

By ANDREA KROGMANN

ollowing a request by Pope Francis, 1.5 million
olive-wood rosaries were commissioned in the

Holy Land for the upcoming World Youth Day

in Panama. This provided work for many citizens of
Bethlehem and paves a path to peace throughout the
world.

Gnarled, wild, austere: for thousands of years peo-
ple in the Holy Land have been cultivating olive trees.
Even in the Bible, the tree with its evergreen leaves and
valuable fruit has a special role to play. The dove brings
Noah an olive branch as the tide recedes. Kings, pro-
phets and the sick are anointed with the oil of its fruit.
The light of the Temple is ignited with its oil, and to this
day believers associate the olive branch with the entry
of Jesus into Jerusalem. Thus, the tree has become the
dominant symbol of much that is so urgently needed in
the Holy Land today: peace, hope and prosperity.
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In laborious work 1.5 million handcrafted
rosaries were produced.

The olive tree and Christmas are both potent symbols of
Bethlehem. For more than a thousand years artisans
have turned the honey-coloured wood into works of art.
Traditionally these works are made by hand and in
small family concerns: cribs, carved figures, jewellery
and pendants, crosses and rosaries. IF'rom this humble
starting point they carry their message of hope and
peace all over the world.

Just as the rosaries for the 23rd World Youth Day
2019 in Panama. Like the artisans in Bethlehem, the
youthful participants 12.000 kilometres away in Pana-
ma City will run the beads from the Holy Land through
their fingers.

In the beginning the Pope‘s heartfelt concern was
that the youth should pray for the peace of the world
and that this prayer should begin with the Holy Land.
That humble intention turned into a major charitable
project. In collaboration with Caritas Jerusalem and the
Association Saint-Jean-Marie Vianney Lausanne, 1.5
million rosaries were created in a time span of 18
months.

In other words:

30 tons of freight, 81 million beads,
cellophane bags and small images of the Pope, 750 kilo-

1.5 million crosses,

metres of elastic decorative drawstring, brand name
“Stretch Magic Imm”. And a secured income for around
one and a half years for about 800 people from Bethle-
hem, not including indirect income for timber mer-
chants and a host of suppliers.

The costs of production and transportation amount
to one dollar per item, feasible from a Western point of
view, and of invaluable help to the families involved in
Bethlehem.
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Rector Markus St. Bugnynar and
photographer Andrea Krogmann at the
Vernissage of MISERICORDINA.

A million rosaries from Bethlehem have been shipped in
two containers to Panama: two for each participant, one
for them and the other for someone in their home coun-
try. The remaining half million will be distributed
among young people who cannot attend World Youth
Day. This missionary gifting carries the name of Bethle-
hem and brings the desire of its citizens for peace a step
further into the world.

Pope Francis, Angelus, 17th November 2013:
“Now I would like to recommend a medicine to you.
Some of you may be wondering: “Is the Pope a phar-
macist now?” It is a special medicine which will help
you to benefit from the Year of Faith, as it soon will
come to an end. It is a medicine that consists of 59
threaded beads; a “spiritual medicine” called Miseri-

Andrea Krogmann, born in Detmold (NRW)
in 1977, studied Catholic theology at the
University of Bonn. Afterwards, she worked
as a lecturer in liturgical science at the
catholic-theological faculty of the University
of Freiburg / Switzerland, before joining the
Swiss Catholic International Press Agency
(Kipa) as an editor in 2016. She has been living
in Jerusalem since 2010, reporting from the
Middle East for, among others, the Catholic
News Agency (KNA) and the Tagespost in words

and pictures.

cordina. A small box containing 59 beads on a string.
This little box contains the medicine, and will be dis-
tributed to you by volunteers as you leave the Square.
Take them! There is a rosary, with which you can pray
the Chaplet of Divine Mercy, spiritual help for our
souls and for spreading love, forgiveness and brother-
hood everywhere. Do not forget to take it, because it is
good for you. It is good for the heart, the soul, and for
life in general!™

In the spirit of the above quotation, the exhibition
“Misericordina. Medicine for the Heart” was opened on
15th December 2018 in the presence of photographer
Andrea Krogmann and Rector Markus St. Bugnyar. It can
be visited on the second floor of the Austrian Pilgrim Hos-
pice until the end of May 2019 — take the plunge and ac-
quaint yourself with a piece of reality from the Holy Land.

Photo: © Andrea Krogmann
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Pilgrimage
with added value.

~Austria in Jerusalem”
is not over with Casa Austria.

By MARKUS ST. BUGNYAR

n recent days, I often have cause to reflect on how

our university professor of philosophy explained

the difference between a “beginning” and a “start”.
[t might appear that these two words describe the same
phenomenon, but in fact each is used differently, de-
pending on precisely what one is talking about.

A “beginning” designates the first, the original, the
actual beginning of something or even of everything,
when it comes to life, the world, being as a whole. “In
the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.
And the earth was without form, and void”. Each and
every one of us knows this quotation from the Book of
Genesis, which is at the beginning of time, and also of
the Bible.

A “start”, however, denotes a new application in
the process of a previously existing one. For example:
birth signals the start of a new life in the form of a con-
crete individual; the birth of a child is not the beginning
of life as such, but the start of the life of a particular
person. Parents do not create life, they pass it on; just as
they received it from their parents.

Why does this kind of thought-play come to my
mind? Because the completion of our present Casa Aus-
tria in the garden area of the Pilgrim Hospice completes
something that started already at our founding in 1854
and not with the commencement of work in 2016 or
with the project outline in 2009. For a variety of rea-
sons, the hospice was never completed; only now have
we reached the number of beds and rooms intended at
the outset. A great success that we would never have
achieved without YOUR support! I cannot thank you
enough.

But this end is also the start of the next step in the
overall project “Austria in Jerusalem”, whose origins
stretch back to the 19th century. In order to be fully pre-
pared for the 21st century, for all our guests from far and
wide, we must continue our work and “stay on the ball”.
After paying us a visit, nobody would venture to deny
that the main building needs attention. The bathrooms
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are my personal bugbear and leave a bad impression on
some guests. Something has to be done! Why have we
not tackled this yet?

In 2003 and 2004 we tried to renovate the existing
water pipes in the main building. We had the best in-
tentions and the most up-to-date technology sent over
from Germany, at no small cost. The existing pipes nee-
ded to be cleaned and repaired, but not replaced, a noi-
sy and dirty process. Breaks in the pipes and complaints
about rust-brown water were manifold. Success was
unfortunately not forthcoming. We could not know (the
plans for the general refurbishment 1985 — 1988 are
either lost or simply not extant) that valves were con-
creted into the area between the first and second floors,
making a comprehensive cleaning and repair job im-
possible on the top floor. Experts among the readers are
requested to forgive the theologian, who can only ex-
press himself in layman‘s terms. In any case, the fact is
that we now have to close the House and open all the
ascending pipes.

Markus St. Bugnyar (born 1975) has been the
rector of the Austrian Pilgrims’ Hospice in
Jerusalem since April 2004. His term of office
has witnessed the general renovation of the
sisters’ house and the expansion of the Viennese
Coffee House. As the driving force behind the
Hospice Academy, he organizes intercultural
concerts and scientific symposia and publishes
material on the history and present of the
pilgrims’ hospice.
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The “Casa Austria” is about to be completed.
The 12 new residential units already now seem

to be habitable.

The Virgin Mother with Child henceforth
wakes at the highest point of the Casa Austria.

It is also obvious that an increase in rooms calls for a
larger dining room. This goes hand in hand with the in-
stallation of a new kitchen, the closing of the dormito-
ries and the relocation of the dining room to the other,
front side of the basement. We would also like to assess
the feasibility of solar technology (surprisingly enough
many questions arise here — ironic for a country so ab-
undant in sunshine) and check and improve the struc-
tural underpinning of our roof.

The completion of Casa Austria segues into the
next steps. My requests and begging are thus not going
to cease: consider putting aside a few Euros every
month for your home in Jerusalem. The next call for do-
nations isn’t far away!

We will not be excessively or unrealistically ambi-
tious in our upcoming projects, and we still intend to
remain loyal to our core target group and thus to our
founding mission. While our work is focused on pilg-
rims, as an ecclesiastical institution in the Holy Land
we also assist and care for the local population. We are
not a temple to wellness nor a mere hostel. Those see-
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Beneath your compassion,
We take refuge, O Mother of God:
do not desplse our petitions in
time of trouble:
but rescue us from dangers,
only pure, only blessed one.

Our mother,
our intercessor,
our advocate.
Reconcile us with your son,
recommend us to your son,
place us before your son.
Amen

, for themselves
and for others, in the spirit of Jesus, will feel at home

king to be “pilgrims with added value”

with us.

On April 25th, 2019 Cardinal Christoph Schoén-
born will bestow his blessings on Casa Austria and hand
it over to its determined purpose. A keystone on the
building will contain a document in Latin as well as a
few objects intended to remind later generations of this
moment (much as the first keystone was laid in 1858).

Personally, however, I identify with another key-
stone: at the highest point of Casa Austria, at the upper
end of the freight elevator shaft, we installed a stone
Madonna and Child last Christmas. Easily seen by
every visitor and guest, it towers over our pilgrim guest-
house — and watches over us.
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Christmas
in the Holy Land

Guest Contribution

Social Activity Peace Service  Chronicle  Meditation

FFrom the 1st Sunday of Advent to Candlemas

Christmas decoration in the Austrian
Pilgrim Hospice. Our thanks once again to
Sr. Bernadette and our volunteers Helga Kaiser
and Elfriede Renner.

By Sk. ViZE-REKTORIN BERNADETTE SCHWARZ

ithin this period, we celebrate Christmas

three times here in the Holy Land, namely:

the Catholic and the Protestant churches on
December 25th, the Orthodox Christians on the 7th of
January and the Armenians on 19th January. For each
of the three Christmas celebrations a mass is held with
the respective archbishop or patriarch in Bethlehem on
Christmas Eve.

We at the Austrian Pilgrim Hospice celebrate the
Christmas Mass at 10pm in our chapel. It is customary
for guests and volunteers to then set out on the road for
Bethlehem — just like the shepherds who watched their
flocks in the fields at night once did.

While in Austria and many other countries, the
Christmas season is ushered in with festive Christmas
markets, here in the Old City of Jerusalem there is only
one Advent market, in the Redeemer Church. It takes
place on the Saturday before the 1st Sunday of Advent.

The display windows of department stores in Eu-
ropean countries are already full of Christmas decora-
tions and gifts in November. And here? The shops with
Christmas decorations are counted on one hand. I know
of one in the Old City and another in East Jerusalem.

However, in order to impart a little Advent and
Christmas joy to our House, at the beginning of Advent
each year I hang lanterns with candles, burn incense,
make Advent decorations out of green twigs collected in
our garden and serve apple punch and home-baked
“Linzer eyes” in our coffee house.

Photo: © OPH

Neither fir nor spruce grows in Israel. Buy an artificial
Christmas tree? Please no! So, how can one find a real
conifer to turn into a Christmas tree? Good question!

The KKL-JNF (Keren Kayemeth Lelsrael / Jewish
National Fund) - has planted a huge forest near Bet
Shemesh, halfway between Jerusalem and Tel Aviv,
with Arizona cypress trees which it sells or donates to
church institutions in the run up to Christmas.

We take this opportunity and collect cypress trees
to decorate the chapel, the entrance area and the corri-
dors for Christmas. The trees are hung with self-made
straw stars and angels, with olive-wood carvings,
Christmas baubles and tinsel.

During the Christmas season we had many visitors
whose answer to the question “Can I be of any help?”
was “We want to see something Christmasy, experience
the magic of the Christmas spirit!”

I wonder why? Just under 9 million people live in
Israel. The vast majority are Jews and not quite a fifth
make up the Muslim population. So, Christmas is a fes-
tival that is celebrated only by a small minority (Chris-
tians form about 2% of the total population). You can
understand a lot from those statistics. It is gratifying
that both Jews and Muslims are interested in our celeb-
rations and festivals.

Sister Bernadette Schwarz, born on 24th November
1948 in Schloss Brunnwald/Vorderweissenbach,
1970 profession to Sister of the Cross, from 1971
to 1998 Treasurer for the Province Oberosterreich-
Salzburg, from 1999 to 2008 Procurator in the
Benedictine Dormition Abbey in Jerusalem.
Since 1st March 2008 responsible for household
management and since 1st September 2011
vice-rector of the Austrian Pilgrim-Hospice
of the Holy Family.
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An unforgettable
concert tour

By LukAS SCHIEMER

t all started with the call of a daring mastermind,

who puts on spirited artistic and intercultural en-

counters in Austria, Israel, the West Bank and even
more recently in Gaza. When, in July 2018, Petra Klose
asked me if I could imagine traveling to Israel again and
performing with Austrian and local musicians in Gaza
and the West Bank, I immediately agreed. Memories of
the amazing experiences during last collaboration bet-
ween Petra and Trio Baldachin were still fresh in my
mind.

7th October 2018

We travel to Jerusalem at the beginning of October with
a colourful, lovingly selected four-person crew who
don’t all know one another. On the first morning of our
stay we sit informally at breakfast, curious as to what is
going to happen. Bassist Philipp Kienberger, pianist
Lukas Leitner, singer Heidi Caviezel and mysell are
trying to get more details about our journey from Petra.
A short time later we are in the Willy Brandt Centre
(Petra’s current orbit) and get to know the Palestinian
oud player Bakr Khleifi and the Turkish drummer
Burak Baysun. We exchange pieces of music and ideas
and rehearse for our concert, which is due to take place
next Friday.

GUEST CONTRIBUTION
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3th October 2018

In the morning, Sister Patricia’s students are waiting for
us in the music hall of Bethlehem University with alert
eyes and open ears. We tell them how we came to music
and each of us plays one of our own compositions. In
the middle, Bakr and Burak join us and playfully com-
plement our music, before we dilettantishly accompany
a group of courageous and friendly students who are
singing some pieces, a few of which unknown to us. We
end up chatting with them about life and music and
break off to sample the supposedly best falafel in the
world in Bethlehem.

After a visit to the Church of the Nativity, we re-
turn to Jerusalem to have dinner in the evening with the
esteemed rector of the Austrian Pilgrim Hospice. Rector
Markus offers us some interesting details about the
Middle East conflict. We are pleased to be offered his
insights, which we as Central Europeans rarely get from
the local media. We speculate on the probability of a
stay in Gaza. Markus does not rate our chances highly.

Philipp blinks and Heidi spurns her drink.
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9th October 2018

Having collectively missed breakfast, we sit in the idyl-
lic garden of St. Georges Guesthouse drinking strong
coffee. According to our latest information, we cannot
enter Gaza and do not know what's on the agenda to-
day. As we talk about a possible Tel Aviv visit, Petra en-
ters the scene excitedly, speaking vociferously on the
phone. Incredulous, we hear her utter phrases that con-
nect Gaza and us musicians to an upcoming event.
When she hangs up, she smiles radiantly — we‘ll be pi-
cked up in an hour and taken to Gaza this afternoon —
“It's a land of miracles,” she says.

Contrary to our expectations, the UN driver leaves
us at the Israeli checkpoint. We have to walk to one of
his colleagues on the other side. After a few intrusive
enquiries and a luggage check, we find ourselves in
long, deserted corridors. White, thin partitions form
narrow corridors, reminiscent of a labyrinth, which is
interrupted every few metres by diminutive and extre-
mely narrow turnstiles. At the third turnstile a Palesti-
nian doctor who studied and worked at the Michelbeu-
ern AKI in Vienna appears out of nowhere. He helps us
get a minibus to the Fatah checkpoint, where Youssef,
our new driver, is waiting for us.

We drink coffee with the soldiers and soon pass the
third and final checkpoint, Hamas. On the journey to
the hotel, I self-consciously and timidly take some pho-
tos with my cell phone out of the window and watch as
donkey carts are increasingly ousted by cars until the
cityscape begins to look like an oriental city.
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We quickly bring our luggage to our room in the luxu-
rious hotel because some young Palestinian musicians
are already waiting for us.

Friendly, smiling faces, respectful handshakes,
and one or two warm embraces greet us in a stately re-
hearsal room, chasing away every trace of tiredness and
hunger. The language barrier is soon broken by melody
and rhythm. What could not be said in words is under-
stood in our common language, music.

10th October 20138

At breakfast together — a personal invitation of the mu-
sicians — we are chatting away until at some point we
wonder out loud if we are ever going to get around to
rehearsing. “Impossible, no electricity right now” they
reply, adding “it’s normal”.

Then, at a conference in the UN building, we mar-
vel at the stories of the young enthusiasts who have
taught themselves almost all their skills via the Internet.
All in their early twenties, many with two or three jobs,
some with a degree already completed, talk about their
lives. What strikes me is their radiance, positive outlook
and optimism that contrasts with the situation on the
ground and the impossibility of leaving the country.

At the soundcheck on the hotel terrace we hear an
explosion in the distance. For the first time in my life, |
see the glass facade of a building poised to shatter. Our
fright is dismissed, in a routine kind of way: “Don’t
worry, they are testing bombs outside in the sea.”
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The photos in this article illustrate
the travel diary of Lukas Schiemer.

We wait nervously for the beginning of the concert,
which is taking place in the open air with a view of the
Mediterranean Sea. Any remaining inhibitions miracu-
lously evaporate. We jumble up pieces and musicians in
a random manner, play Palestinian songs together, songs
in Austrian dialect and jazz compositions. We rap and
sing and since none of the musicians has ever encoun-
tered a real saxophone in their life, my solos are voci-
ferously applauded. Philip finds this very funny. Lukas
struggles with a decades-old Russian synthesizer without
a pedal, while Heidi sings second voice in Arabic.

Lukas Schiemer, born 1982 in Bregenz,
is currently living as independent artist,
composer, songwriter, pedagogue, gehdanke,
gardener, poet and musician in Vienna, Austria.
2007 he finished his studies for a Bachelor of
Arts, specializing in the jazz saxophone, at the
private university “Konservatorium Wien”.
Since finishing his second bachelor studies of
Instrumental and Singing Pedagogics with
Wolfgang Puschnig in March 2012, he is
studying at the University for Music and
Performing Arts in Vienna for a master degree
with Klaus Dickbauer.

Besides his artistic work, he is interested in
pedagogic concepts, which use free collective
jamming to initialize corporate composing
processes. He is looking back on and forward
to projects and workshops of this kind
with him as supervisor.

Photos: © Lukas Schiemer

Many a mother of a musician weeps tears of joy — for
many a sign of hope in gloomy times, so our concert
seems to me now. After the performance, the entire
UNESCO team including director Lodovico Folin-Calabi
comes on stage. After a few acknowledgments members
of the audience storm the stage, all hoping to get their
photograph taken with the musicians and organizers.

11¢th October 20138

The welcoming ceremony at the school visit this mor-
ning resembles a military parade. We follow the
UNESCO management team, somewhat discombobula-
ted by the symmetrically positioned 6-10 year-old pu-
pils, who are whooping and singing, and put on a de-
lightful dance performance for us. Said Fadel, Hamada
Nasrallah and Fares Anbar, three musicians from
yesterday”s concert line-up, cleverly initiate some popu-
lar pieces of music. The pupils enthusiastically join in
and we fudge it as best we can.

Finally, everyone gets coffee and a bar of chocolate
before we have to make our way back to Jerusalem and
say goodbye to these warm people.

The way back is surprisingly easy. In the evening,
the four of us find ourselves in a bar reflecting on what
has happened. To our surprise we discover that we expe-
rienced the same or similar fantasies of terror and vio-
lence during our time in Gaza. A result of media coverage,
of course, and as we speak, the strange and uncomfor-
table tension dissolves and gives way to a boisterous re-
living of the most beautiful moments in Gaza.

11
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Lcole biblique

et archéologique francaise

de Jérusalem

The oldest institute for
the study of the Bible

By ANTHONY GIAMBRONE

ounded in 1890 by the Dominican Order, the

Ecole biblique et archéologique francaise de

Jérusalem is the oldest Bible research institute in
the Holy Land, as well as of the Catholic Church in gen-
eral. From the outset the basic approach of the Ecole,
originally known as the Ecole pratique d‘etudes bib-
lique, was to bring together archaeology and sacred
writing, or “monument and document” as it was fondly
termed. Since Bible criticism at the time tended to be
quite radical and threatened some people's faith, the
Ecole sought to promote serious and honest philologi-
cal, historical and archaeological study in the service of
sound theology.

The moving spirit behind this project was Father
Marie-Joseph Lagrange (1855-1938), a Dominican
priest from the region of Toulouse, an exceptionally gif-
ted exegete and true visionary. After completing his
undergraduate studies in Spain, he studied ancient
Near Eastern languages in Vienna and was subsequent-
ly sent to the newly-founded monastery in Jerusalem in
1888. There, he soon came up with the idea of founding
a Bible centre. Despite very adverse circumstances, in a
single decade he established not only the Ecole itself,
but also a major scientific journal (Revue biblique,
1892) and the Etudes bibliques (1898) series. The
rapid success of these initiatives proved that his brave
approach to sensitive topics resonated with the church
and was seen as an important service.

Photo: © Anthony Giambrone

Anthony Giambrone, OP, is a Dominican priest
from New York and has been a professor of
“New Testament” at the Ecole biblique de
Jérusalem for three years. His research interests
include the Synoptic Gospels, Greco-Roman
historiography, and early Christian Christology.
In addition to his scholarly publications,
he regularly writes reviews for Catholic
Digest and Magnificat, two Catholic newspapers
in the United States.

Work at the Ecole took place in the context of the strict-
ly regulated religious life of the Dominicans, whence the
sometimes dry scientific undertakings were seasoned
with prayer and evangelical zeal. The location itself was
also significant. The monastery was — and is still today
— located at the site of the Byzantine basilica to St. Ste-
phen, the first Christian martyr (Acts 7.1-8.3) — about
300 metres north of Damascus Gate. Shortly after their
arrival, the Dominicans undertook excavations on the
terrain and discovered the remains of a huge imperial
church with three naves, mosaics, beautiful columns
and capitals. A further achievement of I'ather Lagrange
was the reconstruction of this early Christian monu-
ment. St. Stephen, infinitely wise and unsurpassed in
seriptural interpretation (Acts 6:11). was the ideal pat-
ron for the theological work of the Ecole.
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However undeniably charismatic, Father Langrange,
who is now undergoing a canonization process, was not a
one-man show. His many brothers in the Order were just
as devoted to the cause, and succeeding generations
faithfully carried the torch of his ideal. A noteworthy
highlight of the collective work of the Ecole is the world-
famous Jerusalem Bible, a translation of special literary
quality, with precise but also highly accessible and un-
derstandable commentary. The excavations at Qumran,
the site at which the Dead Sea Scrolls were discovered,
represent another great moment in the institute’s history.

The programme of the Ecole biblique continues to
the present day, albeit under changed circumstances
and with new challenges. Although originally an almost
purely French institution, the community and the inte-
rested public have become much more international in
recent years. Twenty-five Dominicans from 12 different
countries today live as professors or students at the
Ecole, along with doctoral students and researchers
from around the world, priests and lay people, Catho-
lics, Protestants, Jews and all manner of others — attrac-
ted by the dreamlike research conditions, first and fore-
most proximity to the land of the Bible and the
monastery’s world-class library. However, the predomi-
nant culture remains French and maintaining good re-
lations with the French government and academic ins-

Lecture at the Ecole

titutions is extremely important (not least for economic
reasons). Nevertheless, the Ecole is increasingly seeking
to become a place of cross-cultural exchange of ideas. It
strives to serve the universal church and to be its bibli-
cal “think tank”.

While the Ecole seeks to be a kind of “biblical
brain” for the Catholic world, faithful to both the ma-
gisterium and the intellect, the exegetical and theologi-
cal world has changed profoundly since Father
Lagrange’s time. Today’s tasks and problems are not
the same as those with which he wrestled back then.
Great advances in the study of ancient languages and
history, as well as ever-advancing insights and discove-
ries in the field of archaeology, have greatly improved
our methods and cast new light on the secrets of the
Scriptures, but they have also precipitated new and
fundamental questions. In our post-modern intellectual
climate, basic principles of an earlier age, such as for
example the existence of truth itself, are no longer taken
for granted. Today‘s dialogue between faith and reason
calls for new philosophical arguments and fresh ap-
proaches. Notwithstanding these changed circumstan-
ces, the underlying mission of the Dominicans of the
Ecole biblique de Jérusalem remains the same — honest
and credible Catholic seriptural interpretation.

13
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Editorial

“A year
M 929
in Jerusalem

Austrian Presence

at the Theological Study Year

By ULricH WINKLER

east day of St Nicholas 2018 at the Theological

Year in Jerusalem: everyone eagerly listens as

Rebekka Sturmbauer from Buchkirchen, near
Linz, briefly tunes up her cello and together with her
fellow student, Lea, plays the Daughter of Sion theme
from G.F. Handel’s Judas Maccabaeus to usher in the
celebration. All 21 students, as well as monks of the
Dormition Abbey, employees and volunteers, joyfully
applaud. Sometimes we can just make out Rebekka's
virtuoso piano playing behind a closed door. The fact
that she has just borrowed a cello and is about to play
for us is a surprise for St Nicholas day. Her spare time
is usually spent pouring over books or busying herself
with student community life — she was, after all, elected
their spokeswoman.

Haifa, June 1983: a brooding hot day is coming to
an end. I am sitting with four heavy suitcases in a huge
shadeless parking lot at the harbour, waiting for the
ship that is already almost one day late to take me to
Venice on my way home from my Jerusalem academic
year and back to Europe. The pages of my diary fill up.
I knew then that something major had happened in my
life that year.

I have been the dean of the Theological Year in
Jerusalem since 2016. In its 45th year (2018-2019),
Rebekka was the recipient of the first Austrian scholar-
ship for participation in the academic year, funded by
the Austrian Knights of the IHoly Sepulchre. The fact
that Austrians meet one another abroad would not be
worth mentioning were it not the case that the encoun-
ter takes place at an institution for which a scholarship
from the German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD)
previously existed only for German students. Thirty-six
vears ago, 1 borrowed the money for my studies here
from the rector of the Linz Theological University, Prof.
Johannes Singer, whom I proudly repaid even before
graduation thanks to holiday work. Now I am the first
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Austrian Dean to welcome the first Austrian scholarship
holder. The governor of the Knights Order, Dr Andreas
Leiner, has pledged a scholarship of Euro 13,400 in
coming years too.

The founding of the academic year came about fif-
ty vears earlier in the context of the Second Vatican
Council, celebrated worldwide for its epochal break-
throughs in relations between the Catholic Church and
the modern world. The Council boldly declared that it
was (1) a church in the modern world; (2) upheld the
Bible as “the soul of the whole theology” (OT 16); (3)
reformed the liturgy: (4) entered into an ecumenical
dialogue with the other Christian churches; (5) stated
that Jews are God’s eternal beloved and chosen people,
after a two millennia history of contempt for Judaism;
(6) acknowledged other religions as “true and holy”
and their “spiritual gifts” (NA 2); (7) declared itself in
favour of freedom of religion, because “Christ respected
the freedom of man” (DH 9).

The Abbot of the German Benedictine Dormition
Abbey of Mary on Mount Zion in Jerusalem, Leo von
Rudloff (1952-1968), contributed significantly to
“Nostra Aetate”, the Council’s statement on the relati-
onship of the church to the non-Christian religions. At
the same time, Laurentius Klein was Secretary to Car-
dinal Augustin Bea, President of the “Secretariat for the

The Theological Year in
Jerusalem came to life
with the blessing of the
Second Vatican Council
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The apsis of the Dormition Abbey

Promotion of Christian Unity” and largely responsible
for “Nostra Aetate”, the decree on ecumenism and the
declaration on religious freedom. Laurentius Klein suc-
ceeded Abbot Leo von Rudloff as Abbot Administrator
(1969-1979) of the Dormition Abbey in Jerusalem and
in 1973 founded the “Jerusalem Year of Study” as a
theological faculty under the legal entity of the Roman
Benedictine University of Sant*Anselmo.

The Theological Year in Jerusalem came to life
with the blessing of the Second Vatican Council and
owes its inception to the charisma of Laurentius Klein.
In order to reflect on the new tasks to which the Jerusa-
lem Benedictines wanted to devote themselves after the
Council, Klein retreated to the desert for some time.
Council and desert have since then been the founding
narratives of the academic year.

Uniquely in the entire German-speaking world,
about 19 — 25 Protestant and Catholic students study
theology together for one year and not just in the lecture
hall: the students live together in Beit Josef, the study
house on the grounds of the abbey, and pray with the
monks and attend services in various Christian chur-

Prof. Dr. Ulrich Winkler, Decan of the
Theological Year in Jerusalem Holder of the
Laurentius Klein Chair of Biblical and
Ecumenical Theology: Born in Alberndorf,
Upper Austria; Gymnasium am Petrinum, Linz;
Studied theology and religious education in
Linz, Jerusalem, Tibingen, Munich and
Salzburg
Professor of Dogmatics at the University of
Salzburg: Founder of the Centre for Inter-
cultural Theology and the Study of Religions
in Salzburg: Research interests: theology of reli-
gions, comparative theology, Jewish-Christian
dialogue; Head of the University course:
Spiritual Theology in the Interreligious Process

ches and synagogues. Since the programme’s establish-
ment, a total of 1,059 young theologians have studied
exegesis and biblical theology, ecumenism, Eastern
Church studies, systematic theology, spirituality, Jewish
exegesis and Islam. Most of the teachers come from Ger-
man-speaking and other European countries, but also
from the USA. Professors from Israel and Palestine are
invited to give guest lectures. A lecture series on Jewish-
Christian dialogue accompanies the whole academic
year. For a month, six Muslim students join Christian
and Muslim professors for the Muslim-Christian work-
weeks. The first highlight of the academic year is a ten-
day desert excursion, succeeded by trips to the Galilee
and Jordan. In addition, weekly archaeological visits
and political encounters are scheduled.

The Second Vatican Council lent different deno-
minations (other churches, religions, and the world to-
day) an authority to have a say in theology and the
church. The academic year grapples with this conflict.
Archaeology and experience in the land of the Bible are
less illustrative background towards an easier under-
standing of Seripture than catalysts for contradiction,
inquiry, and challenges to theology. Life in this country
under the current political conditions is demanding. It
is not easy to recite the psalms every day, replete with
their passages about the annihilation of the enemy,
when with heavy heart you know that the Israeli govern-
ment uses the same texts to legitimise the Occupation
and settlement construction and to deny human rights
to millions of Palestinians.
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The Studium

Biblicum Franciscanum
in the Flagellation Chapel

In the courtyard of the Flagellatio monastery

Photo: © P. Dr. Gregor Geiger

By GREGOR GEIGER

any pilgrims know the Flagellation Chapel

(Flagellatio) as the start of the Way of the

Cross, halfway between the Austrian Pilgrim
Hospice and Lion’s Gate (aka St. Stephen’s Gate). Be-
hind the walls of the large building which adjoins the
courtyard in front of the chapel, there is the “Francis-
can Bible Study”, the Studium Biblicum Franciscanum
(SBF), as it is officially called in Latin.

Is an academic study centre fitting for the Francis-
cans, the “custodians” (guardians) of the holy places? In
fact, the study of the Bible was born out of this function.
Its roots go back to the 19th century, when scientific in-
terest in the land of the Bible was first awakened. The
Franciscans found themselves faced with the question of
how historically real, how “authentic”, the sacred sites
really were that they were looking after.

As a consequence, the Franciscans began to inves-
tigate the holy sites from an academic perspective. They
sought to connect exegesis (biblical science), archaeolo-
gy and the study of ancient texts. In 1924, the idea of a
“Bible study” was born from the initiatives of individu-
al brothers on the premises of the newly-built Flagella-
tion monastery.

In the first decades, the focus was on archaeology.
The SBF carried out excavations on various sanctuaries,
including in Jerusalem (Church of the Holy Sepulchre,
Gethsemane, Dominus Flevit), Capernaum, Nazareth
and Mount Nebo, but also on Herod’s fortresses, Herodi-
on and Macharus (Jordan). The findings of the excava-
tions are displayed in a museum, of which a part was
re-opened in 2018 and another part is currently under
construction.

Later, spurred on by the excavations in Nazareth,
the SBE devoted itself to the study of Jewish Christianity.
In recent decades linguistics has been added as a further
field of research.



Editorial ~ Pilgrims” Hospice  Academy GUEST CONTRIBUTION

Since 2001, the SBF has been the “Faculty of Biblical
Sciences and Archaeology™ of the Pontifical University
“Antonianum” of the Franciscans in Rome. The faculty
consists of about 15 professors from five countries, al-
most all of whom are Franciscans, and there are also
several guest lecturers each semester.

An academic qualification in theology is required
for those wishing to register. Since there are few “lay
theologians™ outside the German-speaking world, most
students are priests or monks, but there are also lay
people and members of other Christian churches study-
ing at the SBF. The language of instruction is ltalian.

There are two academic tracks: the licentiate
(three to four years) and the doctorate (one year of
study and the completion of a doctoral thesis). The ac-
ademic titles of the Pontifical University are recognized
in the EU.

The nearly one hundred students in attendance at
any one time come {rom all over the world, many from
Italy or Spanish-speaking countries. Connected to the
SBF is St. Salvator, located in the Christian quarter of
the Old City, which has about 60 students, most of
them Franciscans preparing for the priestly vocation.

Born at June 8th 1969 in Hardheim
(Baden-Wiirttemberg, Erzdiozese Freiburg).
Franciscan since 1988, ordination to the priest-
hood 1997, in the Holy Land since 1999.

Dr. phil., associate professor for biblical
Hebrew and Semitic languages at Studium

Biblicum Franciscanum, Jerusalem.
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Studium

Theologicum Salesianum

STS

Theological formation of the
candidates to the priesthood

By Gustavo CAVAGNARI

he STS was promoted as the Jerusalem campus

of the Faculty of Theology of the Salesian Pon-

tifical University by decree of the Congregation
for Catholic Education on second February 2011. It has
inherited the legacy of the Centre for the Study of Theo-
logy initially located in Bethlehem (1929), then trans-
ferred to Tantur (1949) and Cremisan (1957), and
more recently moved to the premises of the Salesian
Monastery Ratisbonne “Saints Peter and Paul” in the
Holy City (2004).

Our Section aims particularly at the theological
formation of the Salesian candidates to the priesthood,
although it is also open to members of other Congrega-
tions, to diocesan seminarians, and to lay people. In this
sense, particular mention deserves to be given to the di-
versity of students belonging to different Institutes of
Consecrated Life, such as Missionaries of Africa, Au-
gustinians of the Assumption, Friars Minor Capuchin,
Brothers of Sion, Servants of the Immaculate Heart of
Mary, and Comboni Missionary Sisters. Members of the
Focolare Movement and of the Vicariate for Hebrew
Speaking Catholics in Israel are also present.

At present, the academic community of STS is
composed of 88 members, of which 24 are Professors, 2
non-Teaching Staff, and 62 Students coming from
more than 22 countries. In academic activities, the me-
dium of communication is English.

Students ordinarily conclude their studies with the
Bachelor’s Degree in Theology. Given its privileged lo-
cation in the Holy Land, the Study Centre aims espe-
cially at highlighting a biblical formation by means of
courses on Sacred Scriptures and biblical archaeology,
history, geography and languages, as well as topogra-
phical visits, archaeological excursions. and study trips.
Thanks to the religious. ecclesial and cultural richness
of the Holy Land. the Faculty also offers the students

Photo: © Gustavo Cavagnari

the possibility of achieving a necessary ecumenical and
inter-religious formation, complementing the basic
courses with lessons on Fcumenism, Judaism, Islamism,
and Missiology.

Furthermore, following a specific programme and
fulfilling stipulated requirements, since 2015 our stu-
dents have the opportunity to achieve two Graduate Di-
plomas. On the one hand, the Diploma in Biblical Geo-
graphy and History ensures an academic preparation
for catechists, animators and leaders of Bible-study
groups and for pilgrim guides in the Holy Land. On the
other, the Diploma in Inter-religious Dialogue and Ecu-
menism aims to equip students with the knowledge and
skills to engage and lead interreligious and ecumenical
dialogue in parishes and dioceses.

Grateful to the contribution of so many people
who during the past years have given their life in the
service of God and the preparation of men and women
for ministering in the Church at the STS, we forge
ahead with ever-renewed enthusiasm.

Dr. Gustavo Cavagnari, sdb:
Roman Catholic Priest.

PhD in Pastoral Theology for the Salesian
Pontifical University. Principal of the STS
and visiting lecturer in Rome.
Author of La famiglia, chiesa domestica
(Rome: LAS 2015) and co-editor of
La fonte dell’evangelizzazione
(Brescia: Queriniana 2018).
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Editorial

The health

of the Palestinians

By GERALD ROCKENSCHAUB

ecently, Richard Horton, editor of the prestig-

ious medical journal The Lancet, took up the

subject of the Palestinians in an “offline” com-
mentary, referring to the WHO’s work in the Palestini-
an territories and calling for a global response '. The
World Health Organization (WHO) defines health as “a
state of complete physical, mental and social well-being
and not merely the absence of disease or infirmity.”
This is a veritable challenge everywhere, but especially
in the complex context of the occupied Palestinian ter-
ritories.

For the local WHO office in Jerusalem, with bran-
ches in Ramallah and Gaza, the ongoing occupation of
the West Bank and the blockade of the Gaza Strip, as
well as internal Palestinian conflicts, have an enormous
negative impact on the health of the affected populati-
on: checkpoints and a restrictive “permit” system for
Palestinian patients are massive barriers to the “right to
health”. Restrictions on access to life-sustaining medi-
cal treatments (such as radiation treatments or certain
chemotherapy drugs for cancer patients, which are lar-
gely unavailable in Gaza) are part of the daily reality.
Patients and their escorts require a permit from the Is-
raeli authorities to travel to get such treatments. In
2017, only 54% of patients from the Gaza Strip recei-

Photo: © Gerald Rockenschaub
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ved an exit permit that enabled them to get to their
scheduled appointment (usually in hospitals in Arab
East Jerusalem). This is the lowest approval rate for pa-
tient permits since 2012, when the approval rates were
still over 90% 2.

The Palestinian Authority in Ramallah has an am-
bitious health programme, including WHO-supported
health care reforms aimed at strengthening primary
health care, a newly-established public health institute
to strengthen management capacity, and effective pre-
vention and vaccination programmes. However, in
many areas of implementation, obstacles are encoun-
tered that are difficult to overcome, not least in view of
the stagnant peace process and the physical and politi-
cal separation of the West Bank and Gaza Strip.

The situation is particularly precarious in Gaza,
where just under 2 million Palestinians live in a sealed
off enclave: 95% of the groundwater is undrinkable, the
power supply is limited to 4-6 hours a day for months
on end, and the economy is failing, with more than 50%
of the population unemployed. Such conditions create a
climate of hopelessness and despair, liable to ignite at
any moment. ospitals and clinics are on the verge of
collapse, with massive bottlenecks in the acquisition of
essential medicines and medical supplies.

The demonstrations that have been taking place
along the Israeli separation fence since the end of March
2018 have led to a massive additional overloading of
the health system in Gaza. According to the WHO Situ-
ation Report of November 2018, the overburdened care
facilities were confronted with a huge wave of injured
vietims: 25,000 injured, of whom over 13,000 required
hospital treatment; 6,000 were seriously injured with
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gunshot wounds requiring complex surgical treatment,
not infrequently with complications and repeat follow-
up procedures. More than a hundred patients had to
undergo amputatations .

In the face of such massive challenges that would
bring even a well-established emergency medical care
system to the brink of its limits, WHO teamed up with
local health authorities and NGO partners to set up pri-
mary care facilities as part of a medical-humanitarian
aid co-ordination project. Trauma Stabilization Posts
(TSPs) with First Aid facilities and the capacity to admi-
nister life-saving emergency measures not only improve
the chances of survival of those seriously injured, but also
mean that the lightly injured can be treated and dischar-
ged on the spot. This has made it possible to concentrate
hospital capacities, already massively overburdened, on
the care of seriously injured patients through improved
triage and transport coordination. However, the demand
remains overwhelming: by focusing on life-saving surgi-
cal interventions, more than 8,000 planned procedures
had to be postponed. and patients are often released pre-
maturely into outpatient follow-up to clear hospital beds
for newly injured patients.

A current focus is on the improvement of the entire
trauma treatment process (from injury to rehabilitati-
on) in order to provide optimal treatment and rehabili-
tation results for the victims (generally young) of inju-
ry, involving all health partners.

GUEST CONTRIBUTION
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DR GERALD ROCKENSCHAUB MPH is medical
doctor from Austria with a medical degree
from the University of Graz; he trained as

General Practitioner (GP) and later specialized

in general surgery and obtained a post-graduate

degree in public health from Boston University.
He has worked in international health and
humanitarian programs in Africa, Asia, the
Balkans and in the Middle East.

He joined the World Health Organization

in 2004 as Regional Adviser and Program
Manager of the emergency program for the

WHO European Region.

Since 2014 he is the Head of the WHO office
for the Palestinian territory, based in
Jerusalem, with some 60 staff in Jerusalem,
Ramallah and Gaza.

Last but not least, the disastrous social health determi-
nants in Gaza and the repeated cycles of violence have
tremendous psychosocial effects: WHO works closely
with all health partners and with UNRWA, the United
Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refu-
gees in the Middle East, which has a network of prima-
ry health care facilities to expand and improve the inte-
gration of mental health services.

! Horton R. Offline: the health of Palestinians is a
global responsibility. The Lancet. 2018; 392: 1612
Right to Health 2017. WHO. http://www.emro.who.
int/palestine-press-releases/2018/who-launches-re-
port-on-the-right-to-health-2017-october-2018.html
3 WHO - Gesundheits-cluster Situationsbericht Nov.
2018: http://healthclusteropt.org/admin/file_mana-
ger/uploads/files/1/5bf8325(58b72.pdf
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Bischofstralde, LLinz —
The Micha Shagrir Collection

Photo: © Micha Shagrir Collection

By tE EpITOR

wice last year we invited the public to a film

screening of “Bischofstraf3e, Linz” in coopera-

tion with the Micha Shagrir Collection. Micha
Shagrir (1937 —2015) made a name for himself in Isra-
el as a documentary filmmaker, highlighting critical
moments in the life of the young state. In 2000 he visit-
ed his former hometown of Linz, where he had lived on
the Bischofstraf3e. Depicting his search for traces of his
own history and identity in the context of today’s pro-
vincial capital of Upper Austria, his film has particular
resonance for contemporary Austrians. The foundation
that bears his name, and with which we cooperate, is
dedicated to the preservation of his oeuvre. It also forms
part of our educational programme, designed to en-
courage our volunteers to learn about and actively en-
gage with the topic of the Holocaust during their service
with us.

Filmmaker Micha Shagrir (whose original surna-
me before the Holocaust was Schwager; some old-ti-
mers may remember a shop called “Zuckerl Schwa-
ger”) was born in Linz on November 1st, 1937, just
four months before the Anschluss. Shagrir’s great-
grandfather had settled in the city at the end of the 18th
century and built his house on the Bischofstraf3e. At the
beginning of the 20th century, another family settled in
the same street, the family of Adolf Eichmann. A few
years before his death, Micha Shagrir returned to Bi-
schofstralde to reflect on his Austrian homeland, then
and now.

Micha Shagrir learned his craft on a television pro-
duction course run by the BBC in London; he was one
of the pioneers of Israeli broadcasting. e began his
career as a journalist and radio reporter with Kol Yisra-
el, an Israeli radio station, where he worked as a field
correspondent; at the same time, he also worked as a
news editor. During the Yom Kippur War in 1973, he
was director of IDF radio on the Suez Canal. Shagrir
was an independent producer and director from 1964,

and spent 20 years heading Castel Communications,
one of the largest production companies in Israel, focu-
sing primarily on the work of leading documentary
filmmakers and producing films and TV drama films
for North American and Austrian television.

Shagrir’s film work touches upon the many faces
of Israeli society, with a thematic focus on marginal sto-
ries and figures such as Holocaust survivors, war victims
and Ethiopian Israelis. His Austrian roots were clearly
very close to his heart, because in the last 20 years of his
life a large part of his films and television series was de-
voted to his hometown of Linz and to the exploration of
his Austrian identity.

Weeks before his death on February 4th, 2015,
Shagrir asked his longtime colleague Ruth Diskin to
take on the project of preserving and making accessible
the films from his 50-year career. She assumed the task
with great devotion, collecting Shagrir’s legacy and
creating the first collection dedicated to a single Israeli
filmmaker. The Israeli Film Archive at the Jerusalem
Cinematheque also works on the Micha Shagrir Collec-
tion — cataloguing, digitizing. conserving and restoring,
in a shared effort to preserve Micha Shagrir’s legacy for
generations to come. The project was made possible
thanks to the generous support of Sumayoko Inc., the
Jerusalem Film & Television Fund and the Israeli Nati-
onal Lottery, as well as the Austrian Pilgrim Hospice
and the Cultural Foundation of the Province of Upper
Austria.

Aliza Shagrir, his wife, was killed in a 1980 terro-
rist attack outside a synagogue in Paris; they were the
parents of two sons.

As part of our peace service we see our mission
as providing survivors of the Holocaust and their
families with the opportunity to talk about that
chapter of our history in in-depth encounters.
In addition, our volunteers should have the
opportunity to get to know the respective
viewpoints of the parties to the conflict

in the region.
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The last autumn season surpassed all former seasons
in terms of numbers. The Holy Land and the Hospice
enjoyed the highest visitor turnover of the last decades.
Culturally too, our House has much to report.

“The Habsburg Mediterranean 1500 — 1800~
took place in the presence of our guests
of honour Karl von Habsburg-Lothringen
and Georg von Habsburg-Lothringen.

10th — 11th September 20138
Symposium Habsburg
Mediterranean

Under the title “The Habsburg Mediterranean 1500 —
18007, a top-notch international symposium took place
at the Austrian Pilgrim Hospice in Jerusalem under the
patronage of Charles von Habsburg. The conference
highlighted various aspects of the cultural, political and
economic relationship between the Habsburg Empire
and the Mediterranean, an area until now largely over-
looked in academic circles. Particular attention was
paid to relations with the Ottoman Empire.

Rector Markus St. Bugnyar led us through “Habs-
burg Jerusalem™: The Church of the Holy Sepulchre,
the Latin Patriarchate and the former Austro-Hungari-
an post office. The conference ended with Charles of
Habsburg-Lorraine’s personal reflections on his
ancestors’ connections with the Ottoman Empire and
on Emperor Franz Joseph’s attachment to Jerusalem
and to the Austrian Pilgrim Hospice in particular.

Photos: © OPH

23rd September 20138
Bartle Kleber — Jerusalem 1904.
An artist’s pilgrimage

The exhibition “Bartle Kleber — Jerusalem 1904” was
on view at the Austrian Pilgrim Hospice from 23rd Sep-
tember to 15th December 2018 thanks to cooperation
with the Austrian Cultural Forum Tel Aviv.

In 1903 Bartle Kleber, who was born in 1884 in An-
delsbuch in the Bregenzerwald region of Vorarlberg,
went on a long and dangerous pilgrimage to the Holy
Land. The eight month-long exhausting journey began
in November 1903 and ended in July 1904 with his re-
turn to his native village. During his yearlong journey he
kept a diary and made small drawings and watercolours.
As a budding artist, it was important to him to see the
holy sites for himself. In around 1900, his personal expe-
rience of visiting original historical sites led to his beco-
ming a consultant on the construction of new churches.

His small 15.6 x 10 centimetre pocket diary and
his personal belongings from the journey are now in the
possession of the Angelika Kauffmann Museum in
Schwarzenberg.

Among the guests also the son of Bartle Kleber
was present (front left).
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Florian Feilmair on our long-serving
Bosendorfer with a 3-digit Opus number

9th October 2018
Piano Concerto with
Florian Feilmair

As part of the Austrian Culture Week in Palestine and
in cooperation with the Austrian Cultural Forum Tel
Aviv, we were delighted to welcome the award-winning
pianist Florian Feilmair on 9th October 2018.

The winner of the “Neue Sterne” international
piano competition in Wernigerode, Germany, enchan-
ted us with pieces by Maurice Ravel, Heitor Villa-Lobos
and Igor Stravinsky, played on our Bosendorfer grand
piano.

14th October 20138
Reception for State of Secretary
Karoline Edtstadler

On October 14th, 2018 we received Secretary of State
at the Ministry of the Interior, Karoline Edtstadler. New
contacts and friendships between Israel and Austria
were made in the course of this trip, which of course in-
cluded a photo on our roof and a good apple strudel.

Photos: © OPH
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28th October 2013
Book Presentation: Ben & Daniela
Segenreich — Almost Normal.
~ Qur Life in Israel.

Long-time ORF correspondent Ben Segenreich and his
wife Daniela, who have been living in Israel for thirty
years, paint a complex picture of this small country in
the Middle East. Rich in knowledge, humour and perso-
nal experience, they describe the development of the
state and its often strained relations with Austria, reflect
on Holocaust survivors and everyday life in the country
given the ever-present threat of war, on the cosmopoli-
tan attitude of its people and on the similarities of the
German and Hebrew language and much more.

In addition to a description of the book content
and detailed background information, Ben Segenreich,
together with Rector Markus St. Bugnyar, gave a short
Hebrew language course that evening.

30th October 2013
Bestowal of the Knights of the Holy
Sepulchre al merito Merit of Honour
decoration on Sister Bernadette

On October 30th, 2018 Vice-Rector Bernadette Schwarz
received the merit of honour decoration in the dignity of
a Commendatore from our Grand Prior Abbot Raimund
Schreier in the presence of a large delegation from the
Commanderies of Innsbruck, Vienna, St Polten and
Klosterneuburg. Chancellor OD Inge Sigl and our Ho-
norary Chancellor OB Alexander Kragora were also in
attendance. We would like to take this opportunity to
thank the Lieutenancy of Austria under Lieutenant Dr
Andreas Leiner once again for the trust placed in our
pilgrim hospice.
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After a solemn speech, Governor Giinther Platter
awarded the “Tiroler Adler-Orden in Gold”.

3th November 2018
Reception of Tyrolean governor
Giinther Platter and bestowal of the
Tyrolean Eagle Order in gold
on the housc mandocmcnl

On November 8th, 2018 we received a Tyrolean delega-
tion in our house. As Governor Giinther Platter pointed
out in his moving speech, the visit should be understood
not only as a political encounter but also as a pilgrimage
commemorating the November pogroms.

Rector Markus St. Bugnyar and Vice-Rector
Bernadette Schwarz were awarded the Tyrolean Eagle
Order in gold. A reason to celebrate!

27th November 2013
Vice Rector Sister Bernadette
Schwarz celebrates her
70th birthday

Sister Bernadette’s 70th birthday was celebrated on
November 27th, 2018 with our employees and “her”
Upper Austrian Governor, Thomas Stelzer.

Finding the right gift for her was not that easy ...
BUT: Since she was the driving force behind our new
visitor terrace on the roof and always strives for the
well-being of our house and guests, we decided to call
the visitor platform after her: Schwester Bernadette
Terrasse.

After Governor Thomas Stelzer handed over
the gift celebration began.

Social Activity Peace Service CHRONICLE Meditation

Numerous invited guests attended the presentation on December 5th in
the Curhaus Vienna. Among them were Bishop Dr. Agidius Zsifkovics,
Secretary of State Karoline Edtstadler and Georg Habsburg.

5th December 20183
Book Presentation —
When the sun came up.
With Jesus towards life.

Another highlight of the autumn was the publication
and presentation of the book “When the sun came up.
With Jesus towards life” by Rector Markus St. Bugnyar.
The “somewhat different” pilgrim guide with poignant
meditations on the holy places was presented on 5th
December 2018 at the Curhaus Vienna in the presence
of numerous guests. The book is available at www.klos-
terladen-heiligenkreuz.at and bestellung@bebeverlag.at.

Beginning January 2019
Nm\ Website

We have updated our homepage. Technical develop-
ments happen faster than ever these days, so it was no
wonder that our former website was outdated.

After a lengthy development and planning phase,
we were finally able to put our new and improved web-
site online. The latest updates are currently available on
www.austrianhospice.com or at our Facebook page
Austrian Hospice.
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Easter

“He is not here;

for he is risen,

as he said.

Come, see the place
where he lay.”

By MARKUS ST. BUGNYAR

he Easter message cannot be expressed more suc-

cinctly: nor more directly and imprecisely. The

Bible does not tell us what resurrection looked
like, how we might imagine rising from the dead, physi-
cally, biologically and materially. If the Bible had wanted
to describe that to us, it would have had to have lied.

Our thinking and understanding work in such a
way that our thoughts can only describe situations that
we know from experience.

Something is green because something else is blue;
something is small because something else is big; round,
because angular. Our thinking and understanding live
through comparisons.

Resurrection is so incomparable that we have no
vocabulary for it.

Stupid? Easter — the resurrection is the central
tenet of all Christian faith, and we cannot explain it
plausibly or meaningfully.

Why then do we wonder when many find it hard to
believe? With progress, technical and scientific, in the
course of human history, understanding and the orde-
ring spirit grow ever closer, even today.

No longer numinous, no longer mythical, driven by
gods and stars, life takes shape — free of superstition.

Faith and knowledge are not enemies of each
other, even the Scriptures say at the very beginning: Po-
pulate the earth and subdue it — which presupposes
knowledge and technology and their use and applica-
tion. But does man exhaust himself in these categories
of life? Is everything measurable, allocable, predictable
and intended? Is not the exciting thing about life the
surprising, the undeservedness of love? Do not we need
the recognition of others to be able to live, do we not
mature through pain and disappointment?

Being human must even be more objective than
science can explain, otherwise science would long since
have come to an end. Not even the sentence “Today the
weather is beautiful” can prove science.

Social Activity Peace Service Chronicle MEDITATION
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The Easter lamb in our chapel symbolizes
the resurrection of Jesus Christ.

Precisely that which makes us nervous when we
think of the limits of what is possible — medically, tech-
nically, scientifically: which irritates and repels us,
compels us to reflect when nature and the environment
are lost to us; when the laws of capitalism get out of
hand; the place where we fall when income and life are
taken from us.

All that raises us above matter, raises us above
myths and superstitions, gives us insight and spirit and
determines man in his innermost being.

When the mind limits
and does not look at man in his yearning, it deprives its-

tself to what is measurable

elf of its own possibilities.

Faith does not have to be absurd to be faith; it is
faith that gives meaning to the whole.

Come, see the place where he lay.

We are in that place in Jerusalem and see the em-
pty tomb. He is not here; for he is risen, as he said. In
his absence, in the emptiness of his grave, is found the
essence of human nature: Freed from everything earth-
ly, redeemed as pure spirit.



This is how you can assist us:

Osterreichisches Hospiz — Sozialfonds
AT43 1919 0003 0015 0125
BSSWATWW

Osterreichisches Hospiz — Bauspende
AT17 1919 0004 0015 0124
BSSWATWW

I am very grateful to you!






