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EDITORIAL

Dear Friends
		 and Guests!
Rector Bugnyar congratulates
the first Deputy Rector on her
much-deserved promotion

A

mong the things that distin
guish us from the ancient
Greeks is our mistrust of the notion
of fate. We don‘t put our trust in the
stars or in some obscure powers, but
take our life into our own hands,
determining the direction of our life
and the paths we take and those we
choose to avoid. Christian belief has
espoused this approach since biblical
times. The Old Testament speaks of
two paths, the good and the evil; it
is up to us to make the right decision
at the right time in order to fulfill the
goal of living a good life.

Sister Bernadette
Schwarz is made Deputy
Rector of the Austrian
Hospice
We are grateful for the decision of our
patron Cardinal Christoph Schönborn and the Austrian Conference
of Bishops who, at the request of our
Board, appointed Sister Bernadette
Schwarz deputy rector of the Aus
trian Hospice in honor of her devoted
service. This marks the first occasion
in our long history on the Via Dolorosa that the post is in the hands of
a sister.
In biblical tradition Ambassador
Rendi presents the Hospice with
a farewell fig tree

No additional duties will be added to
Sister Bernadette‘s already impressive workload. The appointment is a
symbol of our gratitude and sincere
hope that she will remain with us for
many more years in Jerusalem.

Thanks are owed to
Ambassador
Michael Rendi
After four years as Austrian Am
bassador in Tel Aviv, Michael Rendi
and his family have returned to
Vienna where the former ambassador
joins the UN department of the Foreign
Ministry. The start of our four-year
relationship witnessed the impressive visit to the Holy Land of all the
Austrian bishops in November 2007.
When in succeeding years the politi
cal crises of the country impacted
on the Austrian Hospice, Ambassador Rendi went way beyond the call
of duty in acting as our advisor and
‚protector on the ground .‘
We owe him enormous thanks for
standing by us.
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The new
Austrian Ambassador
is Franz-Josef Kuglitsch
Ambassador Rendi‘s successor is
the Carinthian-born Franz-Josef
Kuglitsch, who assumed the post
in November 2011. His diplomatic
career has taken him to Damascus,
London, Tunis and Washington and
he is a recognized expert on Eastern
and Southern Europe. Until the current posting he was Deputy Political
Director at the Foreign Ministry.
A hearty welcome to the Holy Land!
We join you and your family in
wishing this country and its peoples
a peaceful future.
The photo shows our new ambassador and his wife Dr. Maria Kuglitsch
(outside right) on the occasion of the
visit of the Viennese Executive City
Councillor for Cultural Affairs Dr.
Andreas Mailath-Pokorny, who was
here to inaugurate the Teddy Kollek
Chair at the Hebrew University of
Jerusalem.

From left to right: Ambassador Kuglitsch, Executive City Councillor for Cultural Affairs
Mailath-Pokorny, Ali Qleibo, Rector Bugnyar, Maria Kuglitsch

We were honored on the same day to
receive a visit by the President of the
Austrian Industrial Association, Dr.
Veit Sorger, accompanied by his wife
and colleagues.

The ultimate highpoint of the many
pilgrim trips we hosted this year was
the visit of the Light of Peace pilgrims
from Upper Austria with Governor
Dr. Josef Pühringer and ORF-Dir.
Dr. Helmut Obermayer.
May this small light of Bethlehem
remind us at Advent and Christmas
times of the big secret of our faith:
God became man in order to lead
men back to God.

Governor
Dr. Pühringer
surrounded by
the Light of Peace
Pilgrims and
the choir of the
Adalbert-StifterGymnasium

Rektor Markus St. Bugnyar
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Gustaf Dalman:
Symposium at the Austrian Hospice
From left to right:
DDr. Vieweger (DEIAHL),
Dr. Reich, Dr. Schipper,
Dr. Männchen

G

ustaf Dalman (1855–1941)
was one of the most significant
German bible scholars. He left an
enduring legacy, particularly in the
areas of bible studies relating to the
land of Palestine and biblical archaeology, and has earned himself the
moniker ‚Father of Palestine studies in
the German language‘. Seventy years
after his death his work is currently in
the public domain. His magnum opus
„Work and Customs in Palestine“ has
become the subject of a long-planned international project initiated by
Ronny Reich (Haifa University) and
Friedrich Schipper (Vienna University) whose goal is the publication of a
new annotated edition of the book, as
well as its translation into Hebrew and
other languages.
The Gustaf Dalman Symposium
which was held on 18/19 August at
the Austrian Hospice in Jerusalem was
the so-called kick off for this ambitious
international project.
Dalman was offered a place at the
Institutum Judaicum in Leipzig by
Franz Delitzsch; from 1895 he was a
teacher of Old Testament and Judaism
in Leipzig. From 1902 until 1917 Dalman was the first director of the German Protestant Institute of Archaeology in the Holy Land (DEIAHL).

From 1903 till 1914 Dalman conducted regular courses for young theologians from Germany (these are still
functioning, led today by DEIAHL)
and observed, photographed and documented in his publications the conditions of the peasants and Bedouins
he saw in Palestine. His work uniquely
documents the lives of simple people
in the late Ottoman period. He tried
to draw conclusions from his research
about the history of ancient Israel
and the Levant. He wrote articles on
archaeology and on regional studies.
His second area of research was philology and he published comprehensive
books of grammar and dictionaries of
Aramaic dialects and Hebrew in postbiblical times.

The most comprehensive work on
the bible-land and on Palestinian folklore, Dalman‘s „Work and Customs
in Palestine“ is still an indispensable
standard work for Palestine studies in
biblical times. The fact that it is only
available in German, a language with
which increasingly few scholars are
currently conversant, makes the translation of this standard book a topical
subject.
The attractive program of the
Gustaf Dalman Symposium drew
nearly one hundred guests to the Austrian Hospice.
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National
Holiday

Christmas concert:
Phoenix Ensemble live in concert.

Christmas Concert
in the Hospice!
The PHOENIX Ensemble plays medieval,
Renaissance and Baroque instruments.

C

hristmas in the Baroque Age
in Latin America was the most
heartfelt of all religious festivals. It
inspired countless ‚villancicos‘ and
songs performed with heart and
soul, with joy, love and enthusiasm,
on drums and other instruments and
expressed in moving texts.
The music of the Latin American
Baroque Age is the result of a fascinating encounter between two cultures
which created a unique sound.
The program includes music from
Peru, Bolivia, Mexico and Ecuador by

Gaspar Fernandes, Melchior de
Torres, Juan de Vaeza Saavedra, Juan
Hidalgo, Francisco Escalada, Gasper
Sanz and folksongs from the 18th century from the Codex Trujillo as well as
Indian songs.

At the beginning of the National Day the Holy
Mass was traditionally taking place

F

ar away from home the National Holiday
takes on a special importance. This year
on the occasion of our National Holiday we were
grateful to our military attaché Colonel Nikolaus
Egger for organizing a combo of Tirolean military music which performed at the dance soiree
held in the garden of the Hospice. After celebrating Holy Mass we enjoyed dinner with our many
local and international guests in every available
space in the Hospice.
Heartfelt thanks are due to our staff,
volunteers and civil service employees for their
indispensable help that evening and indeed on
the many occasions celebrated at the Hospice!
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Dr. Ali Qleibo
Sunrise on the Temple Mount

Beauty and the Sublime
T

he exhibition offers a collection of masterful photographs
taken at different times of the day
and in different seasons of the year
of the two mosques on the Noble
Sanctuary: the Dome of the Rock and
the al Aqsa Mosque.
Rector Bugnyar: „Ali Qleibo‘s
photographs teach us to open our
eyes anew to the sublime beauty of
these much-contemplated buildings
to which over time our senses might
have become blunted. Rather than
discovering anything new, he wondrously illuminates the inimitable
beauty and majesty of these houses of
devotion of the Eternal“
Among the honored guests present at the opening were Dr. Samir
Mutawi, former Jordanian Ambassador to the Netherlands and
Minister of Information under King
Hussein II; Adnan al-Husseini,

former head of the Waqf, the Islamic religious body that administers edifices on the Noble Sanctuary; the Egyptian, Portuguese and
Turkish representatives to the PA
in Ramallah, as well as Mrs. Jean
Gough, UNICEF representative in
the Palestinian Territories.
Dr. Ali Qleibo is an artist,
author and anthropologist. His books
„Before the Mountains Disappear“,
„Surviving the Wall“, „Jericho: Ten
Thousand Years of History“ and
„Jerusalem in the Heart“ are ethnographic depictions of everyday life
in Palestine and its historic roots in
the myth of the early Semitic civilizations which settled in Palestine in
Antiquity.

”Beauty and the Sublime:
Jerusalem‘s Noble
Sanctuary“ by Dr. Ali
Qleibo, can be viewed in
the Hospice daily until
January 31st, between
10am and 8pm
After a three year sojourn in
Tokyo, Japan, as a visiting professor where he lectured on Palestinian
culture and society, the semiotics of
Egyptian cinema and the discourse
of love in modern Arabic song, his
nostalgia for Jerusalem brought him
back to his hometown. Dr. Qleibo
presently lectures on Ancient Classical Civilizations at Al Quds Univer
sity in Jerusalem.
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Ad multos annos!

His Eminence Cardinal
Schönborn and Deacon
Eckert at the peace

The Curator of the Austrian Hospice of the Holy Family
Rev. Prof. Franz Eckert recently celebrated his 80th birthday.
The occasion was the perfect opportunity to honor his decades-long
service to our institution and to the Holy Land.

T

he tall man with the neat
straight beard was no stranger
to me. On „Artists‘ Ash Wednesday“ at Vienna‘s Michaelerkirche
the seminarians of Habsburger Street
met him on a reliably regular basis.
As an inexperienced theology student
I couldn‘t really be sure who he was or
what he was doing, but his confident
appearances and the respect shown
him by church members and sacristy
personnel confirmed that he had long
been a revered presence in the life of
Vienna‘s archdiocese and beyond.
Some years later when as a priest I
could once again be a student in Jerusalem, I recognized his sonorous voice
on the phone inviting me to dinner. To
be honest I felt a little uneasy in this
situation. I was aware by then that
one of his many duties in the service
of the Cardinal Archbishops of Vienna
was to act as Curator for the Austrian
Hospice. I had gathered some days
earlier when reading the Kathpress
that they were looking for a rector for
that institution. The meeting was surprising – detailed, thorough, explorative. Not the slightest mention of the
crucial question. And at the end the
sober reflection: „Think about it. And
come back in two weeks.“

That evening Franz Eckert
talked to me about his vision of the
Hospice as a meeting point for the
monotheistic religions. He did not,
however, speak in a gushing or overeffusive manner (his efforts over the
years on behalf of the Catholic parish
community and school in Gaza had
put an end to any over idealistic tendencies!), but in the convinced tones
of a biblical prophet who, prior to
ascending God´s mountain, takes his
disciples aside. Why shouldn‘t he be
right? The Hospice is located in the
middle of the city of Jerusalem, holy
to all three monotheistic religions, at a
crossroads leading to the most significant holy sites. Since everyone passes
by, why not invite them in for mutually enriching encounters!
If today the Austrian Hospice of
the Holy Family has found a new
educational role in the form of intercultural events which not only seek to
contribute to the peace process and to
a better understanding of the Other,
but also address the challenges of an
increasingly secular but religiously diverse Europe, the credit is due to our
curator, for whom the experience of a
greater understanding among peoples in post-war Europe gave him the
strength to face the future with hope
and religious conviction.
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Thankfully, his sense of certainty
triumphed over the vacillation of the
skeptics.
Two weeks are far too short a time
in which to take in the ramifications
and responsibilities of the task. Even
if some outside observers think differently, neither the re-conceptualization of such a venerable institution as
the Hospice nor the initiation of a new
rector proceeds without a hitch.
In such a situation the support of a
fatherly friend is a great blessing.

Curator Dr. Eckert on the
Austrian bishops‘ trip to
the Holy Land in
Nov 2007

